John ThurtelL

death. He sat down, put his hands to his face, and seemed to
be quite overpowered with anguish. Probert exhibits one strong
evidence of ' a mind diseased/ His hair, which was quite dark
when he appeared with his brother murderers at Hertford, is
now almost completely grey. Calamity and crime have changed
it. . . .' Thomas Thurtell, who is still confined in Newgate,
was not at the chapel."

When informed of his fate, " his limbs shook, and when he
could distinctly speak he said, ' Oh, God, is this the way I am
to die, to die? Oh, it is not for this I die.' All attempts to
recover him from his fears and horrors were useless." At the
place of execution " his limbs were completely palsied, and
his agitation dreadful." He died on 20th June, in the thirty-
seventh year of his age, and was buried in the presence of
enormous throngs on the 22nd in St. Martin's churchyard.
He, too, has wo<n, like Thurtell, an imperishable, distinction;
the Morning Chronicle, by associating his gig with his
apparent gentility, provided a definition of " gentleman " which
will last as long as our language, and led Carlyle to coin his
familiar " Gigmania " and " Gigmanity," and George Eliot
to speak of " proud respectability in a gig."86.

Yet not with his death was the tragedy of Gill's Hill for-
gotten. Nothing isi more curious than the fascination these
truculent ruffians excited in men of genius and learning. Scott,
proceeding north on 28th May, 1828, u could not resist going
out of his way to see the spot where William Weare, who ' dwelt
in Lyon's Inn,' was murdered," and has sketched in a few
masterly words the weird appearance of the cottage, which
long continued to be a place of pilgrimage, until it was finally'
demolished about 1S88.87

Literary and artistic genius were alike attracted by the crime.
That the tag-rag and bobtail should have revelled in the chap-
books and ballads is in no way surprising. It was just such a

85 It has commonly, but mistakenly, been said that Probert was defined
by a witness as " A gentleman, because he kept a gig." Carlyle, indeed,
quotes in his essay on Boswell what purports to be a question and answer
from Thurtell's Trial to this effect, but I have met with no report con-
taining such a passage. The origin of the phrase was this passage in the
*' Morning Chronicle/' ** He always maintained an appearance of respect-
ability and kept a gig." On the other hand, " Was the supper postponed ?
No, it was pork," was the answer of Susan Woodroffe as appears from
many accounts, and especially Herbert's.

87See Appendix I. and 1ST. & Q., sixth ser. xii., 136; eighth ser. iv., 216.
Addis, Probert's smart and comely lad, revisited as an old man in 1885,
" The scene of his early notoriety," per Sir W. Fraser.
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